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May - September 2009 — An Active ENGSO Period  
After the 17th ENGSO 
General Assembly held 
in the beautiful city of 
Paris in April ENGSO 
has had an active 
period. First of all, I want 
to warmly thank once 

again the French National Olympic and Sports Committee for the successful 
arrangements.  

In May ENGSO took part in the First Informal Joint Meeting of the EPAS 
Consultative Committee and Governing Board which was held in Baku on 
25−27 May. The Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) was 
established by the Council of Europe in May 2007. This was first Joint 
Meeting of Consultative Committee and Governing Board. ENGSO’s 
representative in Governing Body is Secretary General Predrag Manojlovic. 
ENGSO had an honour to represent the voice of non-governmental 
organizations in the Governing Board. Especially ethical matters were 
discussed in the meetings and it was decided that the Code of Sports Ethics 
should be updated.  

In the meeting of EPAS Governing Board French Mr Jean-Luc Janiszewski 
was elected as a new Chair of the Governing Board. ENGSO appreciates 
the work of the Council of Europe and thinks that EPAS is an important 
additional tool beside the European Union to cover the whole European 
sports policy field. We need to work for the healthy and competitive Europe 
which is more than only 27 Member States of the European Union. During 
the meeting there were discussions between EPAS and ENGSO Youth 
about cooperation in the area of disseminating the best practices of youth 
actions to the countries where the youth work isn’t organized yet. Now this 
project is about to come true and it is a good example about the work in 
whole Europe. 

ENGSO’s partner European State Lotteries and Toto Association (EL) held 
its Congress in Istanbul on 10 June 2009. I delivered a speech on the 
European Sports Policy. Few days later ENGSO had a meeting in Brussels 
with Mr Pierre Mairesse, Director of the European Commission's DG 
Education and Culture. Also Head of Sport Unit Michal Krejza and other 
representatives from Sport Unit were present. Current Sports Policy Issues, 
as the ratification process of the Lisbon Treaty, Preparatory actions on sport 
2009 and Budget line 2010 were discussed. ENGSO Projects 
EU:Sport:Future, ENTER! and WILD were presented as well.  

The 76th ENGSO Executive Committee Meeting was held in Budapest on 
19−20 June and it was led by ENGSO Vice President Jan Bohac. There 
was on the agenda e.g. the follow-up of the ENGSO General Assembly 
2009. Executive Committee decided to establish a new ENGSO Policy 
Review Working Group regarding the work of the former Development 
Group and especially in accordance with the decisions made by the 
ENGSO GA 2009. Reports of the ENGSO Working Groups and about the 
cooperation with our partners were considered. The ENGSO Forum 2009 in 
Portugal on October 30−31 was discussed. The minutes of the ENGSO 
Executive Committee Meetings can be found on the ENGSO website.  

European Youth Olympic Festivals 2009 was held in Tampere, Finland on 
18−25 July. Mr Patrick Hickey, President of the European Olympic 
Committees, honored the Festivals with his presence during the whole 
week. With Mr Hickey we had an ENGSO - EOC Meeting on 19 July and  

the Associated Partnership of ENGSO to the EOC EU Office was signed. 
ENGSO become an associated member of the EOC EU Office. 

The 77th ENGSO Executive Committee Meeting took place in Prague. 
Executive Committee appointed the President of Iceland National Olympic 
Committee Mr Olafur Rafnsson as a Chair of the new ENGSO Policy 
Review Working Group. Its other members are: Zdenko Kriz (SLK), Jukka 
Pekkala (FIN), James MacDougall (GBR), Toomas Tonise (EST), as an 
expert, Stefan Bergh (SWE), as an expert and representatives of ENGSO 
ExCom and WGs, namely, Romana Caput-Jogunica (ExCom), Jan Holze 
(ENGSO Youth), and Michael Trinker (EU WG). The members are to meet 
first time in Portugal during the ENGSO Forum and have the task to 
evaluate and review the development process and the implementation of 
the Strategic Plan 2007-2011.  

The Swedish EU Presidency held the EU Sport Directors Meeting in Solna 
on 30 September – 2 October. Especially the specific nature of sport 
which was divided to political and legal aspects was discussed as well as 
gambling issues. Recently the issues of professional sports and 
professional football have dominated the discussions when speaking 
about specificity. ENGSO underlined that there is a strong need to include 
the specific features of non-profit voluntary sports movement into 
discussions. The specific role of these organizations and clubs in 
European society needs to be addressed within the theme-by-theme 
approach regarding the specificity of sport. 

The European Commission awarded a grant to ENGSO and seven other 
participating organisations in the framework of the Europe for citizens 
programme to implement the project EU:Sport:Future. Opinions of the EU 
citizens on the future EU sport competence have been gathered by online 
questionnaire and the workshops were organized on five specific topics 
such as education, employment, health, society and volunteering. At the 
moment the final climax is about to start. The EU:Sport:Future Final 
Conference will be held on the first day of the ENGSO Forum 2009 
“Current European Sports Policy & EU:Sport:Future Final Conference” in 
Portugal on 30 October. The following day ENGSO Forum will focus on 
the current Sports Policy as Social Inclusion. Also the outcomes of the 
Sport for All Round Table Meeting which will be held in the context of 
ENGSO Forum will be presented. The Sport for All Round Table Meeting 
has been a fruitful platform for general communication and co-ordination 
of the Sport for All Associations in Europe. Each of the associations does 
important work which enlarges the lobbying of the grassroots sports. Each 
of these organizations is needed. The dialogue and cooperation between 
the organizations is important and in order to strengthen the voice of Sport 
for All in Europe ENGSO decided to reawake the Sport for All Round 
Table Meeting. I’m looking forward to a thriving meeting. 

I’m pleased to invite all ENGSO members and partners to attend the 
ENGSO Forum 2009 “Current European Sports Policy & EU:Sport:Future 
Final Conference”. I’m looking forward to meeting you in Portugal in the 
end of October! 

 

Birgitta Kervinen 
ENGSO President 

The area of Oeiras will host the ENGSO 
Forum “Current European Sports Policy 
& EU:Sport:Future, Final Conference” 
between October 28-31, 2009.  The prog-
ramme will include the ENGSO ExCom & 
WGs Meetings and the Round Table of 
Sport for All Organisations.  



N e w  E N G S O  W e b s i t e   

ENGSO Executive Committee discussed and approved the proposal for the redesigned 
and reconstructed ENGSO website at the September Prague meeting. New web is tested 
in demo version at the www.bigage.cz  and full version is expected by the end of October 
2009 at www.engso.eu . Web site includes several new tools for network and new visuals 
based on the adopted Graphic Manual.  

ENGSO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 77th SESSION  

Prague (Czech Republic), September 24-25, 2009 

T he first ExCom 
meeting after the 

summer was held in 
Prague on September 
24 and 25, 2009, follow-
ing the meeting of the 
ENGSO EU WG. The 
ENGSO ExCom dis-
cussed the topics raised 
by the GA, including the 
preparations for the 
forthcoming ENGSO 
Forum in Portugal. 

ENGSO had quite an 
active period. Within the 

meetings held and various conferences ENGSO representatives attended, an agreement 
was signed with the EOC EU Office, by which ENGSO has become the associated mem-
ber of the EOC EU Office in Brussels, allowing it to be on the very source of information 
and important decision-making in EU. ENGSO’s cooperation with other partners has also 
been agreed, in particular with TAFISA, ISCA, European Lotteries and Toto, to promote 
and emphasize the role of ENGSO. Positive action is expected from ENGSO whose role 
is much appreciated in the Council of Europe, EU - through active participation of 
ENGSO with the EU:Sport:Future Project and plans for the next year support, contribu-
tion of Caput-Jogunica in the Health Platform (proposal of the new Platform commitment 
“ENGSOPROHEALTH Network”. 

In follow-up of the ENGSO GA held in Paris and its decisions, a new Policy Review 
Working Group was established, based on proposals received from ENGSO Members. 
Its members are: Olafur Rafnsson (ICE), as chair, Zdenko Kriz (SLK), Jukka Pekkala 
(FIN), James MacDougall (GBR), Toomas Toenise (EST), as assistant, Stefan Bergh 
(SWE), as expert and representatives of ENGSO ExCom and WGs, namely, Romana 
Caput-Jogunica (ExCom), Jan Holze (ENGSO Youth), and Michael Trinker (EU WG).  

Jan Bohač 
ExCom member 

ENGSO CALENDER 
ENGSO ExComs  

• October 28-29, 2009, Linda-
a-Velha (Portugal) 

• January 29-31, 2010, Berlin 
(Germany) 

• March 19-21, 2010, Sarajevo 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina), tbc. 

• April, 2010, Belgrade 
(Serbia) 

• May 13, 2010, Belgrade 
(Serbia) 

ENGSO WGs – TBA 

• October 28/31, 2009, Oeiras 
(Portugal) 

12th ENGSO FORUM  

• October 30-31, 2009, Oeiras 
(Portugal) 

18th ENGSO GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

• May 14-16, 2010, Serbia 

• February 2010, Strasbourg 
(France) 

19th ENGSO GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY  

• May, 2011, Tallin, Estonia 

ENGSO YOUTH  

• Youth Committee Meeting, 
until the end of the year, tbc 

EOC EU Office 

• Sports Competence Semi-
nar, October 22-23, 2009, 
Brussels, (Belgium) 

• European Evening for 
Sports, November 11, 2009, 
Brussels, (Belgium) 

EPAS – Council of Europe 

• Fight against Racism and 
Violence through Promotion 
of Diversity in Sport Confe-
rence, October 20-21, 2009, 
Belgrade, (Serbia) 

• Meetings of the Governing 
Board, starting from 
February 2010, Strasbourg 
(France) 

EOC 

• 38th General Assembly, 
November 27-28, 2009, 
Lisbon, (Portugal) 

EU 

• Sports Directors Meeting, 
October 1-2, 2009, Solna 
(Sweden) 

EL & Toto 

• Gala Evening, October 3, 
2009, Brussels (Belgium) 

EFPM 

• EFPM Congress, October 8-
12, 2009, Azerbaijan 
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E U : S P O R T :F U T U R E :  T H E  
D I S C U S S I O N  C O N T I N U E S !  
T H I S  T I M E  O N  T H E  S U B J E C T  
O F  “ S P O R T  A N D  S O C I E T Y ”  
I N  B U D A P E S T  

T he last of a total of five workshops within the context of the EU:SPORT:FUTURE project was held in 
Budapest in mid-September. This time, the focal subject of the event was “Sport and Society.” 

The participants from Hungary, Bulgaria, Estonia, France and Great Britain exchanged views and experi-
ences in the area of “Sport and Society” in two groups. Before the actual workshops, Katalin Horváth, Pro-
gramme Coordinator at the Tempus Public Foundation (Hungarian non-governmental organisation that 
occupies itself primarily with providing advice on European funding programmes) presented information on 
the European Commission’s Europe for Citizens programme and on the planned European Year of Volun-
teering 2011. 

Andrea Greis of the EU:SPORT:FUTURE team presented the results of a survey carried out by the project. 
It was followed by examples of best practices from Hungary and Austria, illustrating the diverse contribu-
tions sport can offer to society and to social life. 

The participants afterwards split into two groups. Independently from one another, they both called for 
sport for all to be brought out of the shadow of professional sport and to be more actively supported. In 
addition, the issue of equal treatment was particularly highlighted, covering the equal treatment of women 
and men, the integration of people of different backgrounds and opportunities to have access to sports 
venues. 

This and other results of the previous events will be presented at a 
final conference to be held in Portugal at the end of October, mark-
ing the end of the project. 

The four other workshops within the framework of 
EU:SPORT:FUTURE took place in Vienna in May on “Sport and 
Education” and “Sport and Health” and in Paris in June on “Sport 
and Employment” and “Sport and Volunteering. 

Michael Trinker 

T he ENGSOEDU network is going 
live!!   

This website is aimed primarily at 
ENGSO members and partners in the 
field of education for athletes and young 
volunteers in sport. However, the web-

site should potentially be interesting to a large number 
of policy and decision-makers, schools, universities and 
other GO and NGO organisations beyond the field of 
athletes’ education, and to those interested in educa-
tional programmes for young volunteers. 

ENGSOEDU shares knowledge and information among members through email, exchange of re-
ports and articles, workshops and the website, which includes web based discussion forums. The 
ENGSOEDU supports new ideas and activities, projects and works carried out by ENGSO mem-
bers or groups of members supporting the objectives of the ENGSOEDU. 

More information will be available at the  ENGSO web site (www.engso.eu) form November 2009. 
Romana Caput-Jogunica 

ENGSOEDU Network 



Copenhagen- 10-11 September 

F ollowing a successful bid to the Lifelong Learning Pro-
gramme, the ENTER! Partnership, made up of 6 countries: 

Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Malta and the United King-
dom, staged its first planning meeting in September at the 
House of Sport in Copenhagen. 

The partnership aims to develop a template and manual for the 
running of women's leadership development programmes 
across Europe. To do this, each country will host a seminar, 
joined by representatives from each country, focusing on spe-
cific skills or knowledge that female leaders will need, such as 
leadership, communication and knowledge of sports structures. 

The planning meeting focused on finalising arrangements for the 
first seminar in Denmark, the arrangements for other seminars 
and discussing potential speakers. Each country will take a lead 
role on a specific element of the partnership, be it coordinating 
the information for the manual, communicating the partnership's 
aims to external networks or ensuring the partnership is evalu-
ated effectively. 

Helen Tan 
CCPR 

Copenhagen- 25-27 September 

The first participant seminar saw 20 women from a 
range of federations and infrastructure organisations 
attending the first session on Leadership and Strat-
egy. Participants arrived on Friday evening, and spent 
the evening dining in Copenhagen. The hard work 
started on Saturday, where the Danish participants 
presented on their federations and the situation of 
females in their countries. 

 This was followed by a presentation on the Charter for More Women in Management by Andreas Sommer Moller from 
the Ministry of Gender Equality. This was followed by some discussions on the merits of quota, and the potential of a 
charter such as this for sport. The second presentation on Saturday was from Dorthe Heide, Director of Organisation De-
velopment at the Danish National Olympic Committee on Developing Strategy. Dorthe presented various tools for thinking 
about strategic development, and organisational planning. These were well received by the delegates, and group work 
saw participants trying out the tools on various problems. 

After a walking tour of Copenhagen, highlighting the work being done to encourage more physical activity by city planners, 
dinner was a welcome event! Sunday saw Petra Sorling, Vice President of the International Table Tennis Federation dis-
cussing her role on the Board, and her thoughts on the development of women in leadership positions.  

Participants and coordinators both completed evaluation forms, to give the partnership ideas for the future, but the first 
session was a success for both parties. 

Helen Tan 
CCPR 

ENTER! Project Information  

ENTER! is a pan-European women’s leadership project, 
coordinated by CCPR. The project aims to ascertain best 
practice in developing women leaders in sport, and pro-
duce a manual and template training programme on this 
for dissemination across Europe.  

The UK has worked with France, Denmark, Sweden, 
Malta and Hungary to submit a bid for European funding 
to support the project. This has been successful and the 
project will take place between September 2009 - July 
2011. During this time there will be a series of 2-day semi-
nars held in each of the partner countries on a weekend, 
discussing a specific element of leadership in sport. These 
elements are: 

Leadership and strategic planning 

Communication- European customs and styles 

European sport structures 

Overcoming conflict and influencing people 

International sport structures and trends 

Marketing and sponsorship 

The seminars will involve an expert facilitating discussions 
and the sharing of best practice in these areas across 
Europe. The participants of the programme are likely to be 
middle managers from NGBs in each of the partner coun-
tries, either paid or voluntary positions. 

More information will be available at the  ENGSO web site 
(www.engso.eu) from November 2009. 
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W O M E N ’ S   I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L E A D E R S H I P  
D E V E L O P M E N T   P R O G R A M M E  ( W I L D )  

E NGSO’s Women’s International Leadership Development (WILD) programme consists of eight national 
partners from the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Hungary, Italy, Sweden and the UK. The 

project applied for funds from the European Union under the preparatory actions in sport- the outcome of the 
application process will be known at the end of October.  

Sport and physical activity represents the largest social movement in Europe, with Eurostat polls showing 
over 300 million Europeans regularly participate in sport. However, despite the overwhelming enthusiasm for 
sport, there is not a level playing field for men and women. Men spend on average 28% more time playing 
sport than women; the figure being fairly constant across Europe. At leadership level, sport is dominated by 
men and therefore grassroots development strategies can be biased. In order to offer more opportunities for 
women to participate, temporal change and short term projects may have little effect; this is why the 
Women’s International Leadership Development programme targets long-term change by enabling women 
leaders to develop the skills to attain leadership positions and shape the future of European sport. 

The aims of the project are: 
• to increase representation by women in leadership positions in sport 
• to build the competence and confidence of women in decision-making positions 
• to increase support among organisations for the contribution women can make to sports leadership 
• to strengthen networking between women leaders, both nationally and internationally 
• to provide a platform for future national and international projects 
• to disseminate best practice via website, publications, sharing seminars and international networks 
The project will bring together future women leaders in sport accross the partner countries and help provide 
the skills and knowledge required to become a leader in sport. National and European training programmes 
will take place over a 14 month period giving a range of help from leadership and media skills to change 
management and strategic planning tools 

The aim of the project is not only to provide training for the current participants, but to create a wealth of in-
formation from websites to training manuals which will give future programmes access to a media library 
providing all that is needed to start up their own women‘s leadership project in the future.  

More information will be available at the  ENGSO web site (www.engso.eu) form November 2009. 

James MacDougall 

CCPR 


