
 

ENGSO Manifesto – Priorities of Grassroots Sport 

Specific Nature and Autonomy of Sport 

Article 165(1) TFEU states: “The Union shall contribute to the promotion of European sporting issues, 

while taking account of the specific nature of sport, its structures based on voluntary activity and its 

social and educational function”.  

 The specific nature of sport, which is vital for grassroots sport especially through its 

structures based on volunteering, should be respected and possible unintended 

consequences on sport should be considered when approving European legislation. 

 Sport organisations should be consulted when questions affecting sport are at issue. 

 

Economic dimension of sport 

1) Sustainable Financing of Grassroots Sports 

Sustainable financing of grassroots sport should be guaranteed: 

 VAT exemptions and other tax incentives for not-for-profit sports organisations should be 

defended in order to support sport structures based on voluntary activity.  

 Secure the current system of public financing of not-for-profit volunteer-based sport 

through contributions from state-run lotteries and state-licensed gambling bodies. 

 Mainstreaming of sport1 to the EU funding programmes should be guaranteed in the 

implementation of e.g. education and youth chapters of Erasmus+, Structural Funds, Health 

and Europe for Citizens programmes.  

2) Erasmus+ Programme 

Erasmus+ programme provides for the first time EU funding chapter dedicated to sport. According to 

the programme regulation grassroots sport should be the main beneficiary of this Sport Chapter. 

However, urgent changes are needed to ensure that the Chapter reaches the grassroots level: 

 Grassroots level sport relies on volunteers. Therefore, voluntary work should be eligible as a 

contribution in kind in the Erasmus+ sport activities. 
                                                           
1
 Mainstreaming of sport was already highlighted in the White Paper on Sport and Pierre de Coubertin Action 

Plan, and should not be neglected even though sport has its own funding chapter. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1389190214279&uri=CELEX:52007DC0391
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1389190214279&uri=CELEX:52007DC0391


 

 Pre-financing of the sport activities should be 80 % as it is for many other Chapters of the 

Erasmus+.  

 Micro-projects with smaller grants should be eligible. 

Sport and Society 

1) Health Enhancing Physical Activity 

Physical inactivity has been identified as the fourth leading risk factor for global mortality2. Physical 

activity increases the savings as well as productivity, and leads to a healthier and more social working 

environment, which affects individuals, businesses and nations3. Sport and health-enhancing physical 

activity need to be used as preventive measures. 

 The role of schools and physical education in engaging people at early stages of their lives to 

be physically active is important. Physically active school days also outside the PE classes 

should be promoted. Cooperation of schools and sport clubs should be strengthened to 

activate the school days. 

 Employers should be encouraged to facilitate the access of their employees to sport and 

physical activity. Cooperation between workplaces and sport clubs should be strengthened. 

 Increasing physical activity of the citizens needs to be taken into account in all policy sectors, 

ie. applying cross-sectorial approach. 

2) Education, Training, Employment and Volunteering 

Sport is the biggest sector in volunteering in Europe and its structures are based on voluntary 

activity. Volunteering in a sport club improves the skills of people which are transferable to the job 

markets and can help to find a job. Especially volunteering in sport can help to tackle the serious 

problem of youth unemployment in Europe: 

 Non-formal and informal learning gained through volunteering in sport should be 

recognised, e.g. in the European and national qualification frameworks. 

 Enabling visa practices should be established for volunteers coming from third countries to 

ensure that people are able to travel for volunteering in the EU. 

 Training programmes for volunteers should be supported, e.g. through EU funding, to 

ensure that the skills and qualifications of volunteers match with the requirements. 

                                                           
2
 WHO (2010). Global recommendations on physical activity for health (P. 7): 

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2010/9789241599979_eng.pdf?ua=1  
3
 Eurobarometer 334 (2009). Sport and Physical Activity (P. 9&35)   

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2010/9789241599979_eng.pdf?ua=1


 

 Bureaucratic burdens of the not-for-profit organisations should be reduced as much as 

possible not to impede volunteers in their work. 

3) Social Inclusion 

Ethics in sport extends far past the professional game and means also equal access to sport at all 

levels of sport. Sport and physical activity are human rights. 

 Equal opportunities for sport should be promoted and the use of sport as a tool for social 

inclusion and equality should be encouraged. 

Good Governance and Integrity of Sport 

Good governance is the basis for the autonomy of sport. Furthermore, it is also a way to strengthen 

and develop the organisation itself e.g. through better inclusiveness and efficiency. Match-fixing is 

considered to be the biggest threat to sport. Cooperation between different stakeholders 

(governments, sport movement, betting organisers, regulators etc.) is extremely important to win 

this battle. 

 Current developments of the sport movement to improve good governance should be 

supported. Good governance is the precondition of the autonomy of sport. 

 It should be recognised that there is no “one size fits for all” good governance model as 

sport organisations vary e.g. with regard to their size and level of professionalisation.  

 Coordination of the different ongoing processes concerning the fight against match-fixing of 

e.g. Council of Europe, EU and sport organisations is needed. 

 


