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President's	Report		
Tradition	is	tradition!	 18.12.2015	

The	umbilical	link	between	sports	and	education	meant	that,	for	decades,	the	
span	of	 sports	 activities	 and	 the	 school	 activities	 almost	 coincided.	 Although	
nowadays	the	development	of	grassroots	sport	and	sports	for	all	revolutionized	
it	and	transformed	the	sport	activities	on	a	yearly	basis	the	truth	is	that	most	of	
the	highest	moments	of	the	year	for	several	sports	organisations	have	still	late	
autumn	as	the	gathering	period.	

The	European	Olympic	Committees,	one	of	the	organisations	with	which	ENGSO	
has	a	close	relationship,	met	late	November	in	Prague	in	their	annual	General	
Assembly.		This	important	event	for	European	sports	has	remained	for	ENGSO	
as	 a	 platform	 to	 develop	 useful	 contacts	 with	 the	 Olympic	 movement	 as	 a	
whole.	Prague	was	not	different.	We	had	also	the	opportunity	to	have	a	fruitful	
meeting	 with	 EOC	 President,	 Patrick	 Hickey	 in	 which	 the	 role	 of	 our	 two	
organisations	on	the	different	areas	of	sport	was	raised.	I	believe	that	we	can	
expect	very	good	cooperation	between	EOC	and	ENGSO	in	the	future.	The	first	
meeting	of	the	EU	High-Level	Group	on	Grassroots	Sport	which	took	place	early	

November	was	one	of	the	topics	covered	during	the	meeting,	as	one	of	the	Co-Chairman	of	the	Group	is	Niels	
Nygaard,	EOC	Executive	Committee	member,	whereas	I	have	the	honour	to	act	as	Rapporteur	of	the	Group.	

As	mentioned	 above	 the	 first	meeting	 of	 the	High-Level	 Group	 on	Grassroots	 Sport	 took	 place	 recently.	 An	
acceptable	definition	for	Grassroots	Sport	was	the	main	subject	of	this	first	discussion,	but	also	the	main	topics	
to	be	 covered	 in	 the	 recommendations,	 like	 Social	 Inclusion,	Health	Promotion	and	 Sustainable	 Financing	of	
Grassroots	Sports,	were	agreed.	The	Group	will	continue	its	meetings	next	year	and	the	conclusions	are	expected	
by	June	2016.	

Following	the	meeting	in	Lisbon	with	Hansjrg	Hltkemeier,	the	President	of	the	European	Lotteries,	a	cooperation	
agreement	 between	 the	 two	 organisations	 was	 recently	 signed.	 European	 Lotteries	 will	 continue	 to	 be	 an	
important	partner	for	ENGSO	in	2016	and	2017.	

The	 year	 2015	 is	 reaching	 its	 end.	 It	 was	 an	 important	 year	 for	 ENGSO	 in	 which	 most	 of	 the	 goals	 were	
accomplished.		

So	it's	time	to	wish	you	all	a	Merry	Christmas	and	a	Very	Happy	New	Sports	Year.	

See	you	in	2016.	

Carlos	Paula	Cardoso	
ENGSO	President	
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European	Developments	

Education,	Youth,	Culture	and	Sport	Council's	Discussions	on	23-24	
November	2015	

The	 current	 migratory	 and	 refugee	 crisis	 was	 a	 common	 theme	 to	
Education,	 Youth,	 Culture	 and	 Sport	 Council's	 discussions	 on	 23-24	
November	2015.	

All	 configurations	 addressed	 migration	 related	 issues.	 In	 particular	 the	
Council's	 youth	 configuration	 debated	 on	 the	 role	 of	 youth	 policy	 and	
youth	 work	 with	 regards	 to	 migration,	 respectively	 the	 education	
configuration	on	education	and	training	strategies	for	integrating	recently	
arrived	 migrants	 and	 people	 with	 a	 migrant	 background.	 Ministers	
highlighted	 the	 importance	of	 strengthening	cross-sectoral	 co-operation	
in	the	education,	youth,	culture	and	sport	sectors	and	underlined	the	need	

to	recognise	the	competences	of	newly	arrived	migrants.	

"We	 can	 prevent	 marginalisation	 and	 radicalisation	 of	 young	 people	 by	 reducing	 early	 school	 leaving	 and	
enabling	 all	 young	 people	 to	 participate	 in	 our	 societies,	 giving	 them	 the	 opportunity	 to	 foster	 our	 common	
European	values"	–	said	Claude	Meisch,	Minister	for	Education	and	Youth	of	Luxembourg	

On	24	November	2015,	the	sport	configuration	 in	particular	adopted	conclusions	on	the	promotion	of	motor	
skills,	physical	and	sport	activities	for	children,	and	discussed	ways	of	developing	the	educational	potential	of	
sport.	

At	the	debate,	guest	speakers	Edwin	Moses,	former	Olympic	champion,	and	Mathieu	Moreuil	from	the	English	
Football	Premier	League,	presenting	project	examples,	underlined	that	sport	is	a	means	rather	than	an	end,	and	
that	education	and	employment	remain	vital	in	disadvantaged	areas.	

Minister	 Schneider	declared:	 "Sport	 can	be	and	 is	 indeed	an	 important	 vector	 to	 integrate	people,	 especially	
disadvantaged	young	people,	in	today's	society.	The	exchange	of	best	practices	in	this	domain	can	help	giving	
young	people	a	chance	of	moving	on".	

More	information	on	the	Council	of	the	European	Union's	website.	

	

Council	 Expert	 Group	 on	 Economic	Dimension	Discusses	 Economic	
Benefits	of	Sport	and	Major	Sport	Events	

The	Expert	Group	Economic	Dimension	met	in	Luxembourg	on	6	October	2015.	The	meeting	was	combined	with	
the	Luxembourg	Presidency's	event	on	the	Economic	Impact	of	Sport.	On	the	agenda	of	the	meeting,	there	were	
recommendations	to	measure	the	economic	benefits	of	sport	based	on	the	set-up	of	satellite	accounts	in	the	
Member	States,	as	well	as	recommendations	on	major	sport	events,	in	particular	on	legacy	aspects	with	a	focus	
on	social,	economic	and	environmental	sustainability.	ENGSO	was	represented	by	Policy	Director	Heidi	Pekkola.	

The	first	deliverable	 is	quite	technical,	but	very	much	welcomed	by	different	stakeholders,	as	there	 is	 lack	of	
information	regarding	the	economic	benefits	of	sport.	In	the	discussion,	ENGSO	raised	the	importance	of	also	
including	voluntary	work	in	the	calculations	of	the	economic	value	of	sport.	Also,	the	health	enhancing	benefits	
of	sport,	especially	related	to	costs	savings	in	health	care	costs	should	be	included.	
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With	 regard	 to	 the	 second	deliverable	 on	major	 sport	 events,	 ENGSO	asked	 to	 balance	 the	deliverable	with	
including	also	some	positive	aspects	of	major	sport	events	into	the	document,	and	not	to	forget	the	potential	of	
the	major	sport	events.	Both	deliverables	are	due	to	be	finalised	by	the	end	of	the	year.	In	addition,	a	preliminary	
discussion	 on	 the	 third	 deliverable	 "practical	 guidance	 on	 how	 to	 encourage	 transparent	 and	 long-term	
investment	in	sport,	including	EU	funding"	took	place.	This	will	be	discussed	more	comprehensively	in	2016.	

	

High-Level	Group	on	Grassroots	Sport	Elects	Carlos	Cardoso	as	Co-
Rapporteur	

During	the	summer,	Commissioner	Tibor	Navracsics	decided	to	establish	two	High-Level	Groups	(HLG):	one	on	
Grassroots	Sport	and	another	one	on	Sports	Diplomacy.	The	HLG	on	Grassroots	Sport	held	its	first	meeting	in	
Brussels	on	9	November.	At	the	meeting,	the	Group	elected	Niels	Nygaard,	Executive	Committee	member	of	the	
European	 Olympic	 Committees	 and	 President	 of	 the	 NOC	 Denmark	 and	 Graham	 Watson,	 President	 of	
EuropeActive	 as	 Co-Chairs	 of	 the	 Group.	 ENGSO	 President	 Carlos	 Cardoso	 and	 TAFISA	 Secretary	 General	
Wolfgang	Baumann	were	elected	as	Co-Rapporteurs.	

	

At	the	first	meeting,	the	Group	agreed	on	the	definition	of	grassroots	sport	as	well	as	on	the	scope	of	the	work.	
The	Group	is	mandated	to	draft	recommendations	to	the	Commissioner	on	the	societal	and	economic	role	of	
grassroots	sport	by	the	end	of	June	2016.	At	the	meeting,	it	was	agreed	that	the	areas	to	be	covered	in	the	report	
would	include:	

• health	benefits	
• social	inclusion	
• informal	learning	
• skills	development	and	volunteering	
• economic	dimension	
• sustainable	funding	

The	next	meeting	of	the	Group	will	take	place	in	Brussels	on	22	January	2016.	
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Council	 Expert	 Group	 on	 Good	 Governance:	 Finalisation	 of	 the	
Deliverables	on	Gender	Equality	and	Major	Sport	Events	

The	meeting	of	the	Expert	Group	on	Good	Governance	(XG	GG)	took	place	in	Brussels	on	10	November	2015.	
The	main	topics	of	the	agenda	were	the	final	discussions	on	the	guiding	principles	for	the	awarding	of	major	
sport	events	and	recommendations	on	gender	equality.	Furthermore,	first	discussion	on	children's	rights	also	
took	place,	a	topic	which	will	be	on	the	agenda	of	the	XG	GG	in	2016	together	with	the	general	principles	of	good	
governance.	ENGSO	was	represented	by	Policy	Director	Heidi	Pekkola.	

Regarding	the	major	sport	events,	the	main	issues	raised	in	the	discussions	were	autonomy	of	sport,	the	scope	
of	 the	 deliverable	 as	 well	 as	 "event	 bubble".	 After	 the	 meeting,	 the	 lead	 expert	 Jan	 Loorbach	 from	 the	
Netherlands	revised	the	document	which	was	sent	to	the	participants	for	their	final	comments.	The	document	
will	be	finalised	by	the	end	of	the	year.	

The	 recommendations	on	gender	equality	 focus	on	 four	main	areas:	decision-making,	 coaching,	 fight	against	
gender-based	violence	and	media.	For	all	these	areas	there	are	"minimum	standards"	as	well	as	"other	actions"	
for	further	aims.	In	addition	the	document	contains	good	practice	examples,	including	ENGSO's	projects	WILD	
on	decision-making	and	SCORE	on	coaching.	During	the	drafting	process	of	the	recommendations,	ENGSO	has	
been	actively	contributing	to	the	discussions.	

Council	Work	Plan	2014-2017	also	proposes	that	 the	deliverables	on	major	sport	events	and	gender	equality	
could	be	followed	by	pledge	boards.	This	pledge	board	was	briefly	discussed	at	the	meeting,	and	it	will	be	tested	
first	in	the	area	of	gender	equality.	It	was	decided	that	a	small	group	will	be	set	up	to	draft	ideas	how	the	pledge	
board	in	the	area	of	gender	equality	would	work.	

Next	meeting	of	the	XG	GG	will	take	place	on	23	February	2016.	

	

Council	Expert	Group	on	Human	Resource	Management	in	Sport	

The	 Council	 Expert	 Group	 on	 human	 resource	
management	 in	 sport	 deals	 with	 education,	 training,	
employment	 and	 volunteering	 in	 sport,	 promoting	
concerted	 approach	 among	 Member	 States	 and	 EU	
institutions,	to	deliver	added	value	in	the	field	of	sport	
at	 European	 level.	 It	 consists	 of	 experts	 from	 the	
European	 Union's	Member	 States,	 including	 European	
and	international	sporting	bodies	as	observers,	such	as	
ENGSO.	

At	the	Expert	Group	meeting	on	19	November,	ENGSO	
Executive	 Committee	 Member	 Natasa	 Jankovic	
represented	ENGSO,	and	contributed	to	the	discussions.	

Ms	Jankovic	especially	contributed	to	the	discussions	on	recommendations	to	encourage	volunteering	in	sport,	
including	best	practices	on	legal	and	fiscal	mechanisms,	as	well	as	to	the	discussions	on	the	contribution	of	sport	
to	employability	of	young	people,	as	ENGSO	has	great	experiences	in	these	fields.	She	has	stressed	that	voluntary	
work	should	be	accepted	as	a	contribution	in	kind	in	the	EU	funding	programmes,	and	the	crucial	financing	of	
voluntary	activities	at	grassroots	level	through	state-run	lotteries	should	be	mentioned	in	the	document.	With	
regard	to	employability,	she	participated	in	the	group	discussion	on	the	social	role	of	sport.	

The	 Expert	 Group	 expected	 to	 deliver	 recommendations	 by	 2017,	 which	 are	 designed	 to	 pave	 the	 way	 for	
possible	future	EU	level	activities.	
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High-Level	Group	on	Sports	Diplomacy	

	
The	High-Level	Group	on	Sports	Diplomacy,	set	up	by	Commissioner	Tibor	Navracsics,	has	met	already	twice,	on	
8	October	and	4	December	2015.	ENGSO	Treasurer	Karin	Matsson	Weijber	is	a	member	of	the	Group.	In	the	first	
meeting,	IOC	member	Pl	Schmitt	from	Hungary	was	elected	as	Chair	of	the	Group	and	former	French	Minister	
for	Sport	Valrie	Fourneyron	and	Professor	Thierry	Zintz	as	co-rapporteurs.	

After	some	introductory	presentations,	the	focus	at	the	first	meeting	was	on	discussing	how	can	the	EU	promote	
sport	at	 international	 level.	At	 the	meeting	ENGSO	stressed	the	 importance	of	 full	 recognition	of	sport	 in	EU	
policies,	also	outside	of	sport	policy,	as	well	as	mainstreaming	of	sport	into	EU	funding	programmes	which	are	
relevant	 for	 diplomacy	 and	 development	work.	 ENGSO	 also	 proposed	 inviting	 an	 expert	 from	 the	 European	
External	Action	Service	EEAS.	This	was	taken	into	account	and	at	the	meeting	on	4	December	Igor	Driemans	from	
the	Cabinet	of	the	EU	high	representative	Federica	Mogherini	gave	an	overview	on	the	EU's	foreign	affairs.	

The	 second	 meeting	 also	 included	 speakers	 from	 the	 Cross	 Cultures	 Projects	 Association	 giving	 a	 practical	
example	on	how	sport	is	used	in	relieving	the	war-related	trauma.	Former	French	Ambassador	for	Sport	Jean	Lvy	
gave	an	insight	into	his	experiences	and	explained	how	France	has	used	sport	in	their	diplomacy.	

After	 the	 presentations,	 the	 Group	 agreed	 to	 focus	 on	 four	 main	 areas	 in	 its	 recommendations:	 EU's	
neighbourhood	policy,	development	policies,	major	sport	events,	and	capacity	building	within	the	EU	institutions.	
These	recommendations	will	be	accompanied	by	examples	on	good	practices,	tools	and	funding	schemes.	The	
next	meeting	of	the	Group	will	take	place	on	25	February	2015.	

	 	



NEWSLETTER 
December 2015 

	

www.engso.eu, pg. 7 

Funding	Opportunities	for	Sport	Projects	–	Erasmus+	Calls	for	2016	
Published	

Good	news	for	organisations	and	institutions	seeking	funding	in	the	field	
of	 sport:	 the	 2016	 Call	 for	 Proposals	 of	 the	 seven-year	 Erasmus+	
Programme	2014-2020	has	been	published.	

The	 Erasmus+	 Programme	 supports	 grassroots	 projects	 and	 combating	
cross-boarder	challenges	in	sport,	although	in	2016	a	special	focus	is	put	
on	encouraging	projects	supporting	social	inclusion	(notably	refugees	and	

migrants),	as	well	as	preventing	radicalisation.	

As	 an	 integral	 part	 of	 the	 call,	 the	 Erasmus+	 Programme	 Guide	 has	 also	 been	 published,	 which	 provides	
information	on	programme	priorities,	actions	supported,	 funding	available	 for	different	actions,	and	detailed	
information	on	participation.	

The	 major	 changes	 compared	 to	 last	 years	 include	 new	 opportunities	 in	 sport,	 called	 Small	 Collaborative	
Partnerships.	For	Small	Collaborative	Partnerships	only	three	partner	organisations	from	three	different	partner	
countries	are	needed.	In	addition,	the	pre-financing	for	sport	projects	is	now	70%.	

ENGSO	is	pleased	that	the	changes	are	according	to	our	requests,	improving	the	access	of	grassroots	sport	to	EU	
funding.	On	the	other	hand,	voluntary	work	is	unfortunately	still	not	eligible	as	a	contribution	in	kind.	ENGSO	will	
continue	its	work	for	further	improvements.	

Organisations	interested	in	applying	need	to	submit	their	applications	online	to	the	Education,	Audiovisual	and	
Culture	Executive	Agency.	The	application	forms	and	related	documents	will	be	available	on	their	website.	

2016	Erasmus+	Call	for	Proposals	is	available	here.	

2016	Erasmus+	Programme	Guide	is	available	here.	

	

Study	 Showcases	 the	 Significant	 Employment	 Effects	 of	 Lotteries'	
Contribution	to	Sport	

Lotteries	belong	to	a	very	special	and	sustainable	lottery	model	based	on	key	principles,	like	integrity,	solidarity,	
precaution	and	subsidiarity.	Indeed,	driven	by	these	core	principles,	Lotteries	have	been	for	decades	a	stable	and	
sustainable	pillar	of	the	financing	of	grassroots	sport.	Although	the	significance	of	lottery	funding	to	grassroots	
sport	has	been	widely	known,	a	new	study	has	 indicated	that	 lottery	funding	and	contribution	to	sport	has	a	
great	impact	on	economy	as	well,	boosting	direct	and	indirect	employment.	

More	specifically,	according	to	the	study	"The	impact	of	Lotteries	as	a	funding	source	for	European	sport",	carried	
out	by	SportEconAustria,	in	2012	the	European	Lotteries	(EL)	Members	spent	in	total	2.5	bn	euro	to	good	causes	
on	sport,	(in	the	EU	more	than	2	bn),	a	volume	which	is	almost	equivalent	to	the	GDP	of	Malta.	Through	the	EL-
member	payments	to	good	causes	on	sport,	a	total	gross	value	added	of	1,550.47	mn	euro	are	generated	in	the	
EU.	The	contribution	to	the	GDP	is	thus	0.01	percent,	or	in	other	words:	every	nine-thousandth	euro	generated	
in	the	EU	can	be	traced	back	to	the	EL-members'	payments	for	sports	directly	or	indirectly.	

In	2012	 the	EL-member	payments	 to	good	causes	on	 sports	have	generated	a	direct	employment	 impact	by	
creating	26,639	jobs.	Through	economic	ties	with	suppliers	and	upstream	sectors,	further	13,913	jobs,	so-called	
indirect	 jobs,	were	 created	 and	 ensured.	 Thus,	 a	 total	 of	 40,552	 jobs	were	 secured	 through	 the	 EL-member	
payments	on	Sport	which	exceeds	the	number	of	inhabitants	of	Liechtenstein	(Population	2012:	36,475).	Hence,	
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the	employment	multiplier	takes	the	value	of	1.52	which	implies	that	every	new	job	created	through	EL-member	
payments	on	sport	ensured	additionally	one	half	of	a	job	in	Europe.	

EL	President,	Hansjrg	Hltkemeier	has	stated:	"Our	contribution	to	employment	in	Europe	during	these	difficult	
times	of	economic	crisis	clearly	shows	that	when	we	say	that	we	are	driven	by	core	principles,	like	solidarity,	it	is	
not	 just	 words,	 but	 a	 concrete	 fact.	 The	 special	 lottery	 model	 based	 on	 the	 principles	 solidarity,	 integrity,	
precaution	 and	 subsidiarity,	 enables	 EL	 Members	 to	 be	 a	 force	 for	 good.	 This	 special	 model	 needs	 to	 be	
safeguarded	and	recognised,	so	that	the	employment	benefits	of	lottery	funding	will	not	be	jeopardised."	

Click	here	to	download	the	full	study.	

	

News	from	ENGSO	and	ENGSO	members	

ENGSO	 and	 the	 European	 Lotteries	 Association	 (EL)	 renew	 their	
partnership	for	the	benefit	of	the	society	

	

Following	a	long	fruitful	cooperation	over	the	last	7	years,	the	European	Lotteries	(EL)	and	ENGSO	have	renewed	
their	 partnership.	 Belonging	 to	 a	 very	 special	 model,	 which	 is	 based	 on	 key	 core	 principles,	 like	 integrity,	
solidarity,	precaution	and	subsidiarity,	Lotteries	have	been	the	primary	funders	of	grassroots	sport	in	Europe	for	
decades	and	therefore,	there	is	a	natural	link	between	the	Members	of	ENGSO	and	EL.	

Over	the	last	years,	EL	and	ENGSO	have	achieved	a	lot	together.	Within	the	field	of	sports	integrity,	both	EL	and	
ENGSO	have	been	active	partners	 in	one	of	the	most	elaborate	 initiatives	world-wide,	the	IRIS	project	"What	
national	networks	 in	 the	EU	against	match-fixing",	which	really	brought	 the	 fight	against	match-fixing	onto	a	
higher	level.	At	the	same	time	EL	and	ENGSO	have	been	cooperating	for	safeguarding	the	sustainable	financing	
of	grassroots	sport	and	on	various	occasions,	they	have	co-organised	successful	events	within	this	field.	
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In	the	years	2016-2017,	the	two	associations	will	go	on	cooperating	towards	the	promotion	of	grassroots	sport	
in	 Europe,	will	 address	 social	 issues	 and	will	 also	deal	with	 the	on-going	 fight	 against	match-fixing.	 The	 two	
associations	 will	 be	 also	 supporting	 each	 other	 events	 and	 will	 be	 raising	 topics	 of	 common	 interest.	 Both	
associations	are	happy	for	this	continuous	positive	relation	and	are	looking	forward	to	more	years	of	positive	
collaboration.	

EL	 President,	 Hansjrg	Hltkemeier	 has	 stated:	 "EL	Members	 are	 part	 of	 a	 sustainable	model	 that	 is	 based	 on	
principles,	like	integrity,	solidarity	and	precaution.	The	partnership	with	ENGSO	and	the	joint	achievements	so	far	
display	in	a	very	concrete	way	our	core	values	and	principles.	In	the	coming	two	years,	we	are	planning	to	go	even	
further	and	take	the	partnership	onto	a	higher	level.	As	modern	European	society	is	facing	many	challenges,	we	
will	be	also	looking	at	sport	as	a	tool	for	social	change	and	as	a	means	to	address	current	societal	phenomena.	
We	are	 looking	 forward	 to	 the	 further	 strengthening	 of	 this	 fruitful	 partnership,	 for	 the	 benefit	 of	 sport	 and	
society".	

ENGSO	 President,	 Carlos	 Paula	 Cardoso	 has	 also	 highlighted	 the	 importance	 of	 the	 cooperation	 over	 the	
years.	"For	ENGSO,	 the	cooperation	with	 the	European	Lotteries	 is	 something	very	natural	as	we	share	same	
values	both	in	sport	and	in	the	wider	society.	Looking	into	the	sports	ambit	we	are	aware	of	the	key	role	played,	
over	the	last	decades,	by	the	EL	Members	at	national	level.	They	have	been	supporting	sport	at	different	levels,	
especially	in	what	concerns	grassroots	sports.	We	recognize	that	without	that	support	hundreds	of	clubs,	which	
are	the	basic	units	of	the	European	sports,	had	not	survived.	We	are	very	delighted	to	continue	our	cooperation	
at	the	European	level	to	safeguard	the	sustainable	financing	of	grassroots	sport	and	integrity	of	sports."	

 

European	Women	and	Sport	Network	Seeks	Candidates	for	Steering	
Group	2016-2018	

On	16-17	October	 in	Paris,	ENGSO	Executive	Committee	Member	
Sallie	 Barker	 participated	 in	 the	 Steering	 Group	 Meeting	 of	 the	
European	Women	 and	 Sport	 Network	 (EWS).	 Among	 others,	 the	
EWS	Steering	Group	discussed	about	the	EWS	bi-annual	meeting,	
which	will	take	place	on	8-10	April	2016	in	Stockholm.	

The	 meeting	 also	 included	 discussion	 on	 the	 EWS	 network	 and	
partners,	 as	 the	 European	 Women	 and	 Sport	 Network	 is	 now	
seeking	 new	 candidates	 for	 the	 next	 term	 of	 its	 Steering	 Group	
2016-2018.	

EWS	Steering	Group	members	are	responsible	for	the	EWS	policy	
and	 develop	 sport-political	 approaches	 for	 the	 equal	
empowerment	of	women	and	men	in	sport	in	Europe.	They	work	as	
a	"hub"	of	expertise	and	knowledge	on	gender	equality,	providing	
good	 practice	 examples,	 role	 models,	 experts,	 researchers,	 and	
information	 on	 relevant	 issues	 to	 both	 governmental	 and	 non-
governmental	organisations	in	order	promote	and	develop	gender	
equality	in	Europe.	The	Steering	Group	holds	meetings	a	minimum	
of	three	times	a	year.	

Interested	 persons,	 nominated	 by	 a	 national	 governmental	
institution	or	non-governmental	umbrella	sport	organisation	from	
a	 European	 country,	 shall	 send	 their	 letter	 of	 application	
accompanied	by	a	CV	until	1	February	2016	to	the	EWS	Secretariat	
(Kristina	Wiberg:	Kristina.wiberg@rf.se).	

Find	more	information	here	
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European	Fair	Play	Movement	Awards	Birgitta	Kervinen	with	Spirit	
Award	and	Signs	Memorandum	of	Understanding	with	ENGSO	

	

On	 7-11	October	 2015,	 the	 joint	 congress	 of	 the	 European	 Fair	 Play	Movement	 (EFPM)	 and	 the	 Committee	
International	Fair	Play	(CIFP)	was	organised	in	Baku	with	the	main	topic	"	Fair	Play	in	Competitive	Sport	–	Making	
it	Real	of	just	an	Ideal".	

The	conference	was	divided	into	four	sessions.	At	the	session	titled	"Strategies	and	Policy	Development	in	Good	
Governance	 in	 Sports",	 Honorary	 ENGSO	 President	 Birgitta	 Kervinen	 delivered	 a	 speech,	 talking	 about	 the	
importance	of	effective	governance	for	fair	play.	Furthermore,	she	received	the	EFPM	Spirit	Award.	

ENGSO	 President	 Carlos	 Cardoso	 also	
attended	 the	 meeting,	 signing	 a	
Memorandum	 of	 Understanding	 with	
EFPM	President	Mr.	Christian	Hinterberg.	
As	 both	 organisations	 promote	 ethic	
values	 and	 transparency	 in	 the	 sport	
world,	ENGSO	and	EFPM	will	co-operate	
and	work	together	in	matters	of	fair	play,	
tolerance,	peace	and	understanding.	
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ENGSO	Youth	Chair	Appointed	as	Chair	of	HEPA	Europe	Children	and	
Young	People	Working	Group	

The	 6th	 Conference	 of	 HEPA	 Europe,	 the	 European	 network	 for	 the	
promotion	of	Health-Enhancing	Physical	Activity	(HEPA),	that	took	place	on	
7-9	 October	 2015,	 was	 hosted	 by	 the	 Acibadem	 University	 in	 Istanbul,	
Turkey,	and	co-sponsored	by	WHO	Regional	Office	for	Europe.	Participants	
coming	from	European	Member	States	as	well	as	from	other	regions	and	
from	the	World	Health	Organization	attended	the	conference.	The	scientific	
program	included	several	Key	Note	lectures,	parallel	oral	sessions,	poster	
presentations	and	walking	poster	 sessions.	Beside	 the	 scientific	activities	
the	event	included	parallel	sessions	of	six	HEPA	Europe	working	groups.	

ENGSO	 and	 ENGSO	 Youth	 are	 directly	 involved	 in	 the	 activities	 of	 the	
Network	 through	 Dr.	 Paolo	 Emilio	 Adami,	 Chair	 of	 ENGSO	 Youth	 and	
member	of	the	ENGSO	Executive	Committee.		in	particular	in	the	Children	
and	Young	People	working	group.	During	the	meeting	Dr.	Adami	has	been	
appointed	as	Chair	of	the	working	group,	giving	continuity	to	the	work	done	
by	 Prof.	 Catherine	Woods,	 from	 the	 Dublin	 City	 University,	 for	 the	 past	
three	years.	

More	information	about	the	event	can	be	found	at	HEPA	Europe's	website.	

Key	note	videos	are	available	here.	

	

HeForShe	in	Sport,	5	November	2015,	Tirana,	Albania	

"Now	it	is	time	to	unify	our	efforts.	HeForShe	is	a	solidarity	movement	for	
gender	equality	that	brings	together	one	half	of	humanity	in	support	of	the	
other	half	of	humanity,	for	the	benefit	of	all."	–	sounds	the	motto	of	the	
UN	Women's	HeForShe	campaign	that	engages	men	and	boys	as	advocates	
and	agents	of	change	for	the	achievement	of	gender	equality	and	women's	
right.	The	campaign	encourages	them	to	speak	out	and	take	action	against	
inequalities	faced	by	women	and	girls.	

In	the	belief	that	equality	for	women	is	a	basic	human	right	that	benefits	
us	 all,	 the	 National	 Olympic	 Committee	 of	 Albania	 (NOC	 Albania)	 took	
action	against	gender	discrimination	and	joined	the	solidarity	movement	
by	implementing	the	"HeForShe	in	Sport"	project	in	partnership	with	UN	
Women	Albania.	

NOC	Albania	aimed	at	achieving	the	support	of	the	younger	generation	to	become	part	of	HeForShe,	and	to	show	
them	through	performances	and	various	sports	activities	how	to	achieve	and	respect	gender	equality	in	sport.	
More	than	that,	NOC	Albania	raised	awareness	on	other	Olympic	values	such	as	respect,	understanding,	fair	play,	
non-violence	and	discrimination.	

HeForShe	in	Sport	was	implemented	on	5	November	2015	in	one	of	the	schools	of	Tirana's	rural	area,	namely	
"Feti	Vogli"	school	 in	the	village	of	Baldushk,	with	the	attendance	of	Albanian	record-holders	Luiza	Gega	and	
Erkand	 Qerimaj,	 who	 appealed	 for	 joining	 this	 movement.	 The	 President	 of	 NOC	 Albania	 as	 well	 as	
representatives	of	UN	Woman	Albania,	the	sports	community,	foreign	embassies	in	the	country,	and	physical	
education	teachers	from	schools	of	Tirana	District	also	joined	and	greeted	the	event.	
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HeForShe	in	Sport	was	realized	through	performances	and	various	sports	activities	with	the	participation	of	350	
kindergarten	 children	 and	 primary	 and	 middle	 school	 students,	 with	 equal	 numbers	 of	 girls	 and	 boys.	 The	
message	of	the	activity	"Become	a	HeForShe"	was	transmitted	through	performances,	such	as	creating	the	logo	
of	the	movement,	exhibiting	paintings	created	by	students,	and	meeting	with	Olympian	athletes	who	conveyed	
their	messages.	Sport	activities	planned	and	carried	out	with	equal	participation	of	girls	and	boys	included,	for	
example,	playing	volleyball	and	soccer	in	mixed	teams,	boy	and	girl	chess	matches,	etc.	Other	Olympic	values	
such	as	respect,	understanding,	fair	play,	non-violence	and	discrimination	were	displayed	in	all	the	programmed	
activities.	

This	project	will	be	only	 the	beginning	of	a	 series	of	 initiatives	and	activities	 that	will	be	supported	by	other	
schools.	Many	other	are	expected	to	join	this	campaign,	giving	their	support	and	becoming	promoters	of	the	
message:	"Become	a	HeForShe".	

	

ENGSO	 Youth	 Receives	 Sustainability	 Award	 at	 TAFISA	 World	
Congress	

At	 the	 24th	 TAFISA	World	 Congress	 on	 14-15	October	 2015	 in	
Budapest,	 Hungary,	 ENGSO	 Youth	 received	 the	 Sustainability	
Award.	This	award	is	acknowledging	the	role	of	youth	in	sports	
and	putting	forward	the	Young	Delegates	Programme	–	network	
from	where	it	started.	

The	 aims	 of	 ENGSO	 Youth	 Young	 Delegates	 Network	 are	 to	
include	young	people	in	project	activities,	and	continue	to	build	
a	 database	 to	 encourage	 volunteering	 among	 member	
organisations.	The	Young	Delegates	come	from	all	over	Europe,	
despite	their	different	backgrounds	and	cultures	they	all	share	a	
common	 passion	 for	 sport,	 active	 lifestyle	 and	 physical	
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activities.	They	are	young	leaders,	influencers	and	volunteers.	Young	Delegates	are	actively	contributing	to	sport	
and	youth,	shaping	the	initiatives	with	innovative	approaches.	

New	Young	Delegates	will	join	the	network	and	will	be	elected	for	2	years	mandate	at	the	end	of	the	December.		

	

'Active	Kids'	for	an	Active	Future	–	A	Project	of	the	Turkish	Olympic	
Committee	

'Active	Kids'	is	a	project	commissioned	by	the	Turkish	Olympic	Committee	
(TOC)	in	collaboration	with	Nike	Turkey,	aimed	at	combatting	the	growing	
epidemic	of	physical	inactivity	amongst	Turkey's	youth.	

The	project	is	inspired	by	Designed	to	Move,	a	framework	for	action	that	
Nike	co-developed	and	launched	in	2012.	It	is	supported	by	more	than	80	
public,	private,	and	civil	sector	organisations	worldwide,	all	dedicated	to	
creating	an	active	school	model	that	addresses	the	benefits	of	moving	by	
integrating	more	physical	activity	before,	during	and	after	school.	Studies	
show	that	active	kids	do	better	in	school,	have	reduced	levels	of	stress	and	
anxiety,	and	enjoy	greater	creativity	and	leadership	skills,	yet	today's	kids	
are	the	least	active	generation	in	history.	

The	TOC	launched	'Active	Kids'	as	a	pilot	project	last	year	in	two	schools.	
Due	to	its	success,	the	TOC	expanded	the	project	from	two	to	five	schools	
during	the	academic	year	2015-2016.	

The	project	takes	place	on	weekends,	encouraging	children	to	be	more	active	by	inviting	them	to	local	schools	
to	take	part	in	a	range	of	fun	sporting	activities	under	the	supervision	of	qualified	instructors.	
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As	part	 of	 the	project,	 the	 TOC	 also	 hosts	 seminars	 for	 parents	where	 they	 are	 taught	 about	 the	 increasing	
problem	of	obesity	in	Turkey	and	its	effects	on	younger	generations.	It	also	informs	parents	on	ways	they	can	get	
their	children	to	follow	a	more	active	and	healthy	lifestyle.	

The	TOC	will	monitor	all	activities	to	measure	the	progress	of	the	programme	twice	a	year	and	report	the	results	
back	to	the	managers	of	participating	schools.	The	academic	performance	of	participating	children	will	also	be	
monitored	to	identify	the	positive	impact	of	the	project.	

The	Active	Kids	project	not	only	gives	children	access	to	sport	within	their	own	community	but	also	allows	them	
to	acquire	life	skills	that	will	have	a	positive	impact	on	their	social	and	physical	wellbeing.	Through	projects	like	
Active	Kids,	the	TOC	continues	to	promote	sport	amongst	its	nation's	youth.		

	

Youth	Sport	Raises	up	to	Bring	Global	Goals	to	Reality!		
ENGSO	Youth	Has	Introduced	#SDGyouthsport	Initiative	and	Call	for	
Action	

	

ENGSO	 Youth	welcomes	 the	 adoption	 of	 the	 Sustainable	 Development	 Goals	 and	 is	 committed	 to	 concrete	
action	 towards	 the	 2030	 Agenda.	 ENGSO	 Youth	 recognizes	 2030	 Agenda	 for	 sustainable	 development	 as	 a	
historical	opportunity	to	secure	that	sport	and	physical	activity	are	integrated	as	a	meaningful	and	cost-effective	
tool	for	achieving	the	sustainable	development	goals.	

ENGSO	Youth	aims	to	contribute	to:	

Leaving	 no	 one	 behind	 by	 achieving	 gender	 equality	 through	 empowering	 and	 educating	 youngsters	 and	
especially	girls.	

Using	sport	as	a	tool	for	achieving	equality,	tolerance,	dignity	and	understanding,	especially	amongst	vulnerable	
groups,	NEETS	and	migrants.	
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Transformation	of	economies	for	jobs	and	inclusive	growth	by	promoting	productive	employment	and	decent	
pay	rates	for	all,	through	the	development	of	soft	skills,	life-long	learning,	recognition	of	non-formal	education	
and	by	volunteering	in	sport.	

Putting	sustainable	development	at	the	core	by	promoting	peaceful	and	inclusive	societies	with	access	to	sport	
for	all.	Please	click	here	to	read	the	full	statement.	

 

Projects	and	Events	

SCORE	Project	National	Training	Sessions	and	Toolkit	Dissemination	
Started	

The	SCORE	Project	Trainer	Team	has	started	the	implementation	phase	of	
the	project	with	the	first	national	training	session	in	UK.	Sarah	Milner	and	
Julie	 Mackintosh	 from	 sports	 coach	 UK,	 in	 charge	 of	 the	 toolkit	 work	
package	 and	 facilitators	 of	 the	 training	 sessions,	 together	 with	 Heidi	
Pekkola,	 Project	 Manager,	 inaugurated	 the	 first	 one	 of	 the	 8	 national	
training	 sessions	 in	Derby	on	26	November	2015.	Representatives	 from	
different	sport	governing	bodies	such	as,	canoeing,	field	hockey,	volleyball	
and	swimming	gathered	together	to	follow	the	training	session	of	SCORE.	

The	training	sessions	have	the	general	objective	to	raise	awareness	and	educate	the	representatives	of	sport	
federations	 to	 use	 properly	 the	 "awareness	 pack"	 toolkit,	 outcome	 of	 the	 first	 phase	 of	 the	 project.	 The	
"awareness	pack"	contains	tools	for	sport	organisations	to	create	a	more	gender	equal	environment	and	facilitate	
the	access	of	women	into	coaching.	The	toolkit	contains	also	tools	targeted	to	women	who	are	 interested	 in	
coaching.	The	final	version	will	be	edited	collecting	also	the	feedback	of	participants	of	all	training	sessions	ending	
in	June	2016.	

The	 next	 training	 session	 will	 take	 place	 in	 Nicosia,	
Cyprus,	on	29	of	January	2016.	In	the	same	occasion	on	
the	next	following	two	days,	Satu	Kaski	from	the	Finnish	
Coaches	 Association	 will	 start	 the	 first	 step	 of	 the	
Education	 for	Mentors	programme	with	 the	objective	
of	creating	a	pool	of	mentors	around	Europe	dedicated	
to	support	female	coaches	in	their	work.	

The	 second	 phase	 of	 the	 Education	 for	 Mentors	 will	
take	 place	 in	 Finland	 in	May	 2016.	 Furthermore,	 the	
other	six	national	training	sessions	will	be	organised	in	
Croatia,	 Germany,	 Lithuania,	 Portugal,	 Sweden	 and	

Finland	during	the	spring	and	summer	2016.	

"Strengthening	Coaching	with	the	Objective	to	Raise	Equality"	–	SCORE	is	a	European	project	supported	by	the	
Erasmus+	Sport	Programme	and	led	by	ENGSO.	It	brings	together	13	key	partner	organisations.	SCORE	promotes	
gender	equality	in	coaching,	and	focuses	on	increasing	the	number	of	employed	and	volunteer	female	coaches	at	
all	levels	of	sport	as	well	as	enhancing	knowledge	on	gender	equality	in	coach	education.	The	SCORE	project	is	a	
two-year	project	and	will	be	finalised	by	the	end	of	2016.	

For	more	 information	visit	 the	project	website	http://www.score-coaching.eu/	and	 follow	 the	discussions	on	
social	media	with	#scorecoaching	and	#equalityincoaching.	
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Council	of	Europe	Seminar	on	Gender	Mainstreaming	

On	17	November	2015,	the	Council	of	Europe	in	co-operation	with	
the	 European	 Women	 and	 Sport	 Network	 (EWS)	 organised	 a	
seminar	 on	 gender	 mainstreaming	 in	 sport,	 where	 Honorary	
President	 Birgitta	 Kervinen	 represented	 ENGSO	 and	was	 also	 a	
speaker	in	the	panel	discussion	on	gender	mainstreaming	in	sport.	

Attendees	 got	 hands-on	 advice	 on	 how	 states	 and	 the	 sports	 movement	 can	
successfully	put	gender-mainstreaming	policies	 into	place.	The	discussions	were	
based	 around	 the	 Council	 of	 Europe's	 recent	 Recommendation	 on	 Gender	
Mainstreaming	in	Sport.	

More	 particularly,	 the	 seminar	 aimed	 to	 increase	 awareness	 on	 the	 Council	 of	
Europe	 Recommendation,	 support	 capacity	 building	 for	 its	 implementation	 and	
provide	and	share	relevant	good	practice	examples.	Also	ENGSO's	SCORE	project	
was	mentioned	 as	 a	 good	 practice	 example	 in	 the	 field	 of	 coaching	 during	 the	
discussions.	

	

EOC	General	Assembly	takes	place	in	Prague	

The	44th	European	Olympic	Committees	(EOC)	General	Assembly	
was	 organised	 in	 Prague,	 hosted	 by	 the	 Czech	 Olympic	
Committee,	on	20-21	November	2015.	After	 the	opening	of	 the	
event	by	EOC	President	Patrick	Hickey	and	President	of	the	Czech	
Olympic	Committee	Jiri	Kejval,	 IOC	President	Thomas	Bach	took	
the	 floor	 to	 address	 the	 audience.	 In	 his	 speech,	 he	 especially	
stressed	the	Olympic	Agenda	2020,	and	its	implementation.	

The	first	day	of	 the	meeting	was	dedicated	to	different	reports,	
e.g.	 on	 the	 European	 Games	 and	 European	 Youth	 Olympic	
Festivals,	 as	 well	 as	 on	 the	 activities	 of	 the	 different	 EOC	
Commissions.	On	the	second	day	the	reports	continued,	followed	
by	 a	 decision	 that	 the	 EOC	General	 Assembly	 in	 2016	will	 take	
place	in	Minsk,	Belarus.	

ENGSO	was	presented	in	the	event	by	President	Carlos	Cardoso,	
Executive	Committee	member	Lotte	Bchert,	who	was	part	of	the	
delegation	 of	 the	 NOC	 Denmark,	 and	 Policy	 Director	 Heidi	
Pekkola.	 During	 the	 event	 ENGSO	 delegation	 had	 also	 fruitful	
discussions	with	 EOC	 President	 Patrick	 Hickey	 about	 the	 future	
cooperation	of	the	two	organisations.	

	

	


